
 
                      TELECONFERENCE  

                ICAO-FAA ADS-B ACTIVITIES FOLLOW-UP 
 

(9 January 2012, 1600 UTC) 
 
References: 1. Summary of Discussion ADS-B/MLAT Workshop 

2. Proposed Action Plan on ADS-B workshop results ver b (14 Oct 2011) 
3. ADS-B Activities PoC Nov 2011 
4. USA ADS-B Activity Report Nov 2011 
5. SBS Benefits Overview 
6. ADS- B Activity Report 
7. USA ADS-B Final Rule 

 
Participants: 
 

 FAA: Michael Polchert, Dulce Roses, Jim Linney, Albina Giron, Doug Arbuckle, Krista 
Berquist, Claudio Bartolucci 

 ICAO: Julio C. Siu  
 
Discussion: 
 
1. ICAO emphasized that the main objectives of these ADS-B activities were to continue the 

workshop objective to coordinate activities in the NAM/CAR Regions to have homogeneous 
criteria in the analysis and data exchange of ADS-B Data. The workshop conclusions were 
recalled and that an Adhoc-Group on ADS-B Analysis criterion was established. 

 
2. The teleconference focused on the FAA agreed to activities (items 20 to 26 of the Summary of 

Discussion): 
 

Activity Follow-up and Action 

20. In facilitation for technical support on ADS-B activities 
from United States, FAA confirmed the feasibility for this 
support, but a formal letter from the State/Territory needs to 
be submitted. 

FAA: Requests for technical assistance should be forwarded to: 
 
Dawn Veatch 
Director, Western Hemisphere, Office of International Affairs 
FAA National Headquarters 
600 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20591 
 
The letter is typically from either the Deputy Director or the Director of Civil Aviation. 

ACT 01: ICAO will coordinate with the ADS-B PoCs for those States interested in having this support from the FAA. ICAO to inform by 24 February 
2012. 



21. For those States evaluating ADS-B data, FAA will 
provide a report to ICAO, capturing historical ADS-B data 
analysis from previous monitoring and a white paper 
identifying details and recommendations for data collection 
(such as DI/Honeywell Reports or similar)  

a) FAA submitted some historical data from the ADS-B test receivers owned by 
Honeywell and FAA: USA ADS-B Activity Report Nov 2011 that contains statistics for 
aircraft operating in US airspace with A and B version MOPS and ADS- B Activity 
Report contains graphics and summary charts from full report.- This portion of the action 
is considered closed. 
 
b) ICAO indicated that based on the workshop information, operational ADS-B data is 
being collected and the service coverage is very broad covering much of the USA and 
adjacent oceanic areas. This data service is provided by the company ITT, and if States 
with to see that data, they should submit that request to the FAA in writing. This portion 
of the action is considered closed. 
 
c) FAA commented that the field descriptions are available in the MOPS through RTCA 
and/or EUROCAE, and in the minimum performance requirements established in the 
USA ADS-B Final rule, table 1, page 6 and table 3, page 8.” The final rule also indicates 
what data is to be submitted by users and processed by ANSPs. This portion of the 
action is considered closed. 
 
d) ICAO recalled that formation of the Ad-Hoc Group on ADS-B Analysis criterion is to 
analyze the existing ADS-B Data and propose for the region a unique set of minimum 
data fields to be collected for its analysis and potential data exchange. The Ad-Hoc 
group is formed by Cuba, Jamaica, Trinidad and COCESNA and led by the FAA and 
coordinated by ICAO.  
 

ACT 02: The FAA will inform ICAO of the website to see the current ADS-B service coverage by January 13, 2012. Also if any State would like the ITT 
data, the interested State shall write to the FAA contact information (Dawn Veatch) indicated in action 20. – Coverage information is available at 
http://www.faa.gov/nextgen/flashmap/ . This action is considered closed. 
 
ACT 03: That the ADS-B Adhoc Group evaluates the field descriptions reference and the USA Final Rule information and define a minimum set of ADS-
B to be collected for analysis. United States will support discussing details on this initial evaluation. An initial telecom of the Ad-Hoc Group Members will 
carried out tentatively for 8 February, 19 UTC to discuss the future activities and review what actual ADS-B Data fields are being collected. 
22. FAA will support States who wish to visit the United 
States to view architecture by providing access to an FAA 
ADS-B facility for demonstrations and education 

FAA: Requests for visits to ADS-B facilities should be forwarded also to Mrs. Dawn 
Veatch (see contact info on action 20) 
 

23. FAA and SENEAM (Mexico Work Group) enter into an 
agreement to install jointly beneficial ADS-B infrastructure in 
Mexico to support seamless ADS-B coverage over the entire 
Gulf of Mexico, along with collaboration on VHF 
Communications services in the region. This agreement can 
be a template for cooperative agreements with other states. 
An initial Mexico Team group Meeting has been scheduled 
for 18 October 2011 at SENEAM premises at 10:00 am. 
SENEAM, Aeromexico, Mexico DGAC and United States will 
attend. ICAO will support the coordination of these activities.  

FAA: Agreement has been drafted and currently being reviewed by the US State 
Department. Once agreement becomes final and signed by both parties, it may be 
shared with other States, if agreed to by SENEAM. 
 
ICAO: Mexico and Aeromexico carried out their meeting and a future meeting is still to 
be arranged based on further information collected by Aeromexico and the experience 
of the FAA. 

ACT 04: If SENEAM agrees to share it, FAA will submit the final agreement for sharing with other States after it is signed; tentatively by the end of the 
first quarter 2012. 
 
ACT 05: ICAO will coordinate with Mexico/SENEAM and DGAC for the continuation of these meetings and their progress, to inform by 8 February 2012. 
 



24. Mexico Work Group Support by FAA: 
a. Draft Agreement with industry to consider as a sample 
b. Business case data showing the sources for benefits to 
consider (expected October 2011) 
c. Avionics research results for Aeromexico aircraft to find 
out readiness for ADS-B capability based on information 
provided by Aeromexico during the seminar (expected 
November 2011)  
d. with the coordination of ICAO, the results of this initial 
meeting will be copied to the CAR States for similar meeting 
in the CAR Region. 

a. FAA: Same as agreement of previous action. (Closed) 
 
b. FAA submitted a presentation for Business Case SBS_BenefitsOverview.pdf”. ICAO 
highlighted the need for a more detailed step-by step procedure to carry out the 
business case, maybe similar to the Asia Pac experience. (Closed) 
 
c. Based on FAA’s research, all of the referenced transponders are built to RTCA DO-
260. FAA never certified these avionics for use in supporting ATC separation services. 
(Closed) 
 
Assuming the aircraft must comply with a U.S.-like ADS-B Rule, ADS-B requires 
avionics certified to TSO-166b, which references RTCA DO-260B. Although some 
ANSPs (including the U.S.) currently provide limited ATC separation services to a 
limited number of aircraft with DO-260A avionics in non-radar areas, full ADS-B 
compliance will require DO-260B avionics for aircraft to receive ATC separation 
services along with other aircraft-to-aircraft ADS-B applications. 
 
The FAA is unable to assist SENEAM and Aeromexico in the analysis of these aircraft, 
as the FAA does not have enough information to determine the modifications required 
for the listed Aeromexico aircraft to be able to receive ATC separation. The 
transponders will need to be replaced with DO-260B transponders; whether any wiring 
changes are needed in the avionics bay is unknown to FAA and will depend on the year 
of production by Boeing, the configuration purchased from Boeing, and the standards in 
effect at that time. 
 
Additionally, FAA Advisory Circular (AC) 20-165 also requires that the position source 
used by the ADS-B avionics meet certain performance requirements. See Appendix 2 of 
FAA AC 20-165. A Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) position source will be 
needed to meet the performance requirements of the U.S. ADS-B Rule. Figure 10 in AC 
20-165, Appendix 2, shows that a TSO-129 (SA On) position source will probably not 
provide an availability of required performance that is suitable for airline operations. 
 
FAA did not receive any information on the GNSS position sources on the listed 
Aeromexico aircraft, so FAA is unable to comment on their suitability for meeting the 
requirements to support 5-nm ATC separation services. However, this should be 
examined since typically GNSS receivers are more costly to replace than transponders. 
 
FAA provided details on how FAA assisted in the business case effort in Asia Pacific 
Region. Action is considered closed. 

ACT 06: ICAO will submit all the information received from FAA to the ADS-B PoCs for their consideration on the Ad-hoc Group and ADS-B related 
tasks.  
ACT 07: ICAO will coordinate with CANSO on their offer to support the region on the business case matter. To inform by February 3, 2012 
ACT 08: Aeromexico to investigate with their aircraft provider on the readiness for ADS-B capability and inform relevant information on the 
considerations for airline users. To inform no later than March 12, 2012. 
 
25. To improve continuous surveillance coverage in the 
United States Caribbean Oceanic airspace, United States 
requests ICAO´s support for the coordination in the 
implementation of an ADS-B agreement for service in the 
Caribbean with Turks and Caicos and Bahamas. 
 

The FAA is evaluating coverage requirements in the Caribbean for airspace it is 
responsible for.  The FAA will carry out the necessary bilateral agreements with any 
affected States. If required, the FAA will ask ICAO for assistance.  
 
ICAO requested to be informed of the final agreements and implementation on this 
respect. 

26. A sample of real time ADS-B data being collected in the 
United States is available from ITT via the new ADS-B radio 
stations. States interested in access to this data are 
encouraged to contact the FAA. 

(see contact info on activity 20) 

 
3. The FAA indicated that their team for the future ADS-B activities coordination is all the FAA 

participants to this teleconference. ACT 09: FAA to send all the missing information 
(Name/title, email and Telephone) of the FAA members PoC to ICAO by February 3, 2012. 

 
4. ICAO will arrange a teleconference with the Ad-hoc Group members as to review the current 

status of the ADS-B Activities and comment the results of this FAA-ICAO Follow-up 
Teleconference.  

 
 
Next Meeting/ Teleconference: tentatively for March 2012, to be confirmed. 


